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Why Manage Grassland?
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Actual Measured Grass PP VS Herbal Leys production:
Source Johnny Haimes, West Sherford AHDB  Beef and lamb Strategic Farm 2017-2021

In Yellow Herbal Leys 
established 2018

In Green Permanent 
Pasture , No Fertiliser

6.5 t to date

3.75 t to date
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Forage Quality: silage analysis

Ed and Geoff Pollard:

ME 10.2 MJ/kg DM

Protein 12.7%

Intake Factor 107.8 g/kgMLW

FWAG SW Herbal Trial: Silage Cut 5th May 2018:
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What does Research Tell Us?
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‘TechnoGrazing Project’
More information can be found at: https://www.agritechcornwall.co.uk/projects/cell-grazing/

Productivity per hectare 
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https://www.agritechcornwall.co.uk/projects/cell-grazing/


3 Year Research Project on Herbal Ley:
Duchy College, North Wyke and Reading University
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Control = Ryegrass +250 kg N

Smartgrass = 6 Species + 60 kg N

Biomix = 12 Species No N

Herbal = 16 Species No N
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Herbal Ley Selection:
• Mid Tier: Pays £354/ha on GS4 and £115/ha for OP4 (Organic for 5 years)

• 5 Grasses:
• Perennial Ryegrass, Late Heading Hybrid for grazing
• Meadow Fesque
• Tall Fesque
• Festuloliums (Aber Root)
• Timothy

• (Cocksfoot) 

• (Smooth Stalked Meadow Grass)

• 3 Clovers:
• Red Clover (at least 2 varieties (Aber Claret)
• Alsike Clover
• Birds foot Trefoil
• Little (1/2) kg White Clover blend)

• (Lucerne)

• (Sainfoin)

• 5 Herbs:
• Plantain
• Chicory
• Cows Parsley
• Salad Burnett
• Yarrow

• (Common Knapweed)

• (Oxy Daisy)
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Professional Experience
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FW Finalist Grassland Manager 2019:
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Edward Hawkins: Youtube: Harvesting Sunlight
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CaP3UUEYD5k
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What do Above Farms and Research tell us?
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Importance of clover (RB209):
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Biodiversity matters:

• Improved Yield; Species mutually Supportive:

• Less disease, as same species further apart (Covid Rules!!)

• Benefit Pollinators as in Bees and Butterflies

• Fertiliser Nitrogen Not Required

• Rotational Grazing ➔ Improved Yield/ha

Grass

Herbs

Clover
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Future income Stream?? Carbon!!
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What does Research Tell Us?
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‘TechnoGrazing Project’
More information can be found at: https://www.agritechcornwall.co.uk/projects/cell-grazing/

Soil Organic Matter
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• Biodiverse Cropping: Increase Diversity above and Below Ground; Deep Rooting

• Long Rotations: Herbal Leys up to 40-60 days in Grazing Season.

• Build Soil Depth: Increases Soil Carbon Stock

• Reduce Soil Disturbance

• Keep Ground Covered.

• Encourage Above and Below Ground Diversity.

• Use Common Sense Farming (Regenerative) Practices.

How to increase Soil Organic Matter ? (SOC)
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Questions and Discussion

What would you do differently from today?
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